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Objectives of the Presentation

• to explain the links between the wasting and warming cycle

• to introduce Zero Waste as an essential action to stop global 
warming

• to present practical steps that can be done locally to address 
the waste and climate crisis



CLIMATE CHANGE — the most URGENT issue 
of our time — demands that we put an end to the 
wasteful systems that have gotten us into this 
mess in the first place.



“The world is the warmest it has been in the last 12,000 years as
a result of rapid warming over the past 30 years.”

Source: “Global Temperature Change,”by James Hansen et al, PNAS 2006 103: 14288-14293.

http://www.pnas.org/cgi/content/abstract/103/39/14288

http://www.pnas.org/cgi/content/abstract/103/39/14288


Climate change is already being 
felt in the Philippines.

• Increase in mean annual, maximum and minimum temperatures by 0.14°C 
between 1971-2000. Increase in annual mean rainfall since 1980s and in 
number of rainy days since 1990s [10.2.2].

• Increased occurrence of landslides and floods in 1990 and 2004 [10.2.3].

• On average 20 cyclones cross the Philippines Area of Responsibility (PAR) 
with about 8-9 making land fall each year; with an increase of 4.2 in the 
frequency of cyclones entering PAR during the period 1990-2003 [10.2.3].

• Decrease of rice yield associated with increase of temperature (0.35 °C and 
1.13°C for maximum and minimum respectively during 1979-2003) [1.3.6.1].

Source: 4th Assessment Report of the International Panel on Climate Change



Long-term threats of Climate 
Change to the Philippines: 

• water shortages
• decreased agricultural productivity
• food insecurity
• heat stress and threats from infectious diseases
• extreme weather disturbances
• flooding of low-lying areas
• climate refugees



What is the connection between 
Trash Disposal and Climate Change?
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What is the link between 
waste management and greenhouse gases?

Source: “Improved Materials Management – Quantifying the Energy and 
Climate Benefits of Recycling,” by Henry Fernland, US EPA, 2005.



How bad are incinerators to the climate?

Very bad!
Incinerators emit more CO2 
out of the stack per unit of 
electricity generated than 
coal-fired power plants.



NO!
Landfills are the largest source of METHANE, a global warming gas 23 times

more powerful than CO2.

Are dumps/landfills better for the climate?



What is the connection between 
trash disposal and environmental injustice?

Waste disposal facilities are 
often situated in communities 

that are most vulnerable, 
economically and otherwise. 



What is Zero Waste?

“Zero waste is the synergy of principles, cultures, beliefs, systems, methods 
and technologies that aims to eliminate wasting and ensure full and beneficial 
use of resources to restore ecological balance and provide for the needs of all 
creation.” Source: EcoWaste Coalition



“Ang Walang Aksaya ay sanib-lakas ng mga prinsipyo, kultura, pananalig, 
sistema, pamamaraan at teknolohiya na naglalayong wakasan ang pag-
aaksaya at matiyak ang buo at kapakipakinabang na paggamit ng likas
yaman at mapanumbalik ang balanseng kalikasan upang tuloy-tuloy na
matugunan ang mga batayang pangangailangan ng sangnilikha.”

Source: EcoWaste Coalition



Zero waste means reducing what we trash 
in landfills and incinerators to zero.



“A zero waste approach is one 
of the fastest, cheapest, and 

most effective
strategies to protect the 

climate.”
Source: “Stop Trashing the Climate” Report, 2008



.  The ‘Old School’ 3Rs (reduce, reuse, 
recycle) are critical to zero waste, 

but they alone can’t stop the 
wasting and warming cycle.

3Rs are not enough to address wasteful 
consumption, short-lived products and throw-

away culture. 

3Rs need an UPGRADE!



The ‘New School’ 3Rs (resist, reinvest, redesign) are needed 
to reduce waste to zero and to stop global warming.



RESIST using 
public money to fuel 
incinerators, landfills 
and the throwaway 

economy.



REINVEST in waste reduction, zero waste 
infrastructure and green jobs.



REDESIGN products and systems so that they 
are safe for people and the planet.



Why is Zero Waste Climate Positive? 

• reduce CO2 emissions from the use of energy in the extraction of
raw materials, manufacturing, transportation and the other steps in 
the product chain

• reduce the cutting of trees and the clearing of mountains; thus 
increasing carbon storage in the forests

• increase carbon storage in soils with the composting of 
biodegradable discards and the application of compost to the soil

• prevent the dumping of organic discards; thus avoiding the formation 
and release of methane

• prevent the burning of waste; thus avoiding CO2 emissions from 
combustion



Governments should adopt Zero Waste as an essential 
strategy to combat climate change.

Mitigation funds which are to be used in the waste sector 
should support Zero Waste projects.

"Waste-to-Energy" incinerators, landfills, and other 
projects which undermine Zero Waste should be 
ineligible for mitigation funds, offset credits and other 
forms of climate-related financing and subsidies.

Get organics out of dumps and landfills- COMPOST!

Recommendations
Zero Waste 

Zero Warming
for 



We can do something to stop the 
wasting and warming cycle!



Implement Ecological Solid Waste 
Management (ESWM)

• launch public education on ESWM
• establish ecology center or materials recovery facility (MRF)
• tap the informal sector (waste pickers etc.) as partners in ESWM
• promote waste separation at source
• ban compostable and recyclable wastes from being dumped
• campaign against open burning
• support community recycling enterprises



Promote Eco-Friendly and Climate-Positive Fiesta
• no more plastic banderitas
• no more “happy fiesta” greetings
• coco cloth for essential fiesta announcements
• tap the roaming bands and the “ati-atihan” teams to raise community 

awareness
• campaign for the use of reusables instead of disposables
• form “ecowaste patrols” to prevent littering
• no more firecrackers and fireworks 



Support Zero Waste Schools!



Campaign for Balik-Bayong and Plastic Use Reduction. 



Mark important dates and use 
awareness and responsibility.

them for raising ecological 



Two overarching goals guide the work of GAIA, 
and these are reflected in our two-part name: 

a) The Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives: To build the movement for 
just and sustainable solutions and support projects that demonstrate the 
feasibility of creative alternatives.

b) The Global Anti-Incinerator Alliance: To mobilize grassroots action 
against the spread of incinerators and other polluting end-of-pipe waste 
technologies.

Locally, we are part of the Ecological Waste Coalition of the Philippines, Inc. 
(EcoWaste Coalition).



To conclude:

Prevent your communities from being 
poisoned (and cooked, too). Get started 
and organized to beat the waste and 
climate crisis.



For more information, please log on to:

www.no-burn.org
www.zwia.org
www.zerowarming.org
www.ecowastecoalition.org

http://www.no-burn.org/
http://www.zwia.org/
http://www.zerowarming.org/
http://ecowastecoalition.blogspot.com/
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